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1. lrreqular past participles

The past participle, called le participe passé in French, is very similar in French and English. The French
past participle usually ends in -€, -i, or -u, while its English equivalent usually ends in -ed or —en. You
learned the regular past participles while learning the passé compose. Here is a list of irregular past

participles:
acquérir > acquis boire > bu comprendre > décevoir > dégu
apprendre > appris compris découvrir > découvert
atteindre > atteint conduire > conduit devoir > da
avoir > eu connaitre > connu dire > dit

écrire > écrit
étre > été
lire > lu

paraitre > paru
peindre > peint
pouvoir > pu
prendre > pris
produire > produit

construire > construit
courir > couru
couvrir > couvert
craindre > craint
croire > cru

faire > fait instruire > instruit joindre > joint
mettre > mis offrir > offert naitre > né
mourir > mort ouvrir > ouvert
recevoir > regu savoir > su tenir > tenu

souffrir > souffert
suivre > suivi

venir > venu
vivre > vécu
Voir > vu
vouloir > voulu




Practice

past participle of croire a) croiru b) cru

past participle of construire a) constru b) construit
past participle of découvrir a) découvri b) découvert
past participle of conduire a) condu b) conduit

past participle of offrir a) offert b) offri c) offer
past participle of tenir a) tenu b) teni

past participle of instruire a)instru b) instruit

past participle of recevoir a)regu b)régu c)recevu d)récevu
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past participle of joindre a)joint b) joindu
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. past participle of réfléchir a) réfléché b) réfléchi
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. past participle of mettre a) mis b) mit c) mettu
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. past participle of choisir a) choisi b) choisant
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. past participle of naftre a) né b) nait
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. past participle of peindre a) peint b) peindu
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. past participle of écrire a) écrit b) écris c) ecru
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. past participle of lire a)lit b)lu
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. past participle of apprendre a) appris b) apprendu
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. past participle of dire a) diru b) dit c)du
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. past participle of averter a) avertu b) averti
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. past participle of trouver a)trouvé b)trouvu
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. dd is the past participle of . a) devoir b) dire c) donner
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. past participle of souffrir a) souffert b) souffri
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. past participle of savoir a)save b)su c)saché

Answer Key on page 3



Answer Key
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past participle of croire a) croiru b) cru

past participle of construire a) constru b) construit

past participle of découvrir a) découvri b) découvert

past participle of conduire a) condu b) conduit

past participle of offrir a) offert b) offri c) offer

past participle of tenir a)tenu b) teni

past participle of instruire a) instru b) instruit

past participle of recevoir a)regu b)récu c)recevu d)récevu
past participle of joindre a) joint b) joindu

. past participle of réfléchir a) réfléché b) réfléchi

. past participle of mettre a) mis b) mit c) mettu

. past participle of choisir a) choisi b) choisant

. past participle of naitre a) né b) nait

. past participle of peindre a) peint b) peindu

. past participle of écrire a) écrit b) écris c) ecru

. past participle of lire a)lit b)lu

. past participle of apprendre a) appris b) apprendu
. past participle of dire a) diru b) dit c) du

. past participle of averter a) avertu b) averti

. past participle of trouver a) trouvé b) trouvu

. di is the past participle of . a) devoir b) dire c) donner
. past participle of souffrir a) souffert b) souffri

. past participle of savoir a)save b)su c)saché

Interactive practice:
http://www.quia.com/hm/650113.html (Hangman)

http://www.quia.com/jg/65499.html| (Java games)



http://www.quia.com/hm/650113.html
http://www.quia.com/jg/65499.html

2. Imperfect Tense

The French imperfect (imparfait) is a descriptive past tense which indicates an ongoing state of being or

a repeated or incomplete action. The beginning and end of the state of being or action are not indicated,

and the imperfect is very often translated in English as "was" or "was ___-ing." The imperfect can

indicate any of the following:

I. Habitual actions or states of being

Quand j'étais petit, nous allions a la plage chaque semaine.
When | was young, we used to go to the beach every
week.

L'année derniére, je travaillais avec mon pere.
| worked with my father last year.

Il. Physical and emotional descriptions: time, weather, age, feelings

Il était midi et il faisait beau. Quand il avait 5 ans, il avait toujours faim.
It was noon and the weather was nice. When he was five, he was always hungry.

lll. Actions or states of an unspecified duration

Je faisais la queue parce que j'avais besoin de billets. Il espérait te voir avant ton départ.
He was hoping to see you before you left.

| stood in line because | needed tickets.

IV. Background information in conjunction with the passé composé

J'étais au marché et j'ai acheté des pommes. Il était a la banque quand il I'a trouvé.
| was at the market and | bought some apples. He was at the bank when he found it.

V. Wishes or suggestions

Ah ! Si j'étais riche ! Si nous sortions ce soir ?

Oh, if only | were rich! How about going out tonight?

VI. Conditions in si clauses

Si j'avais de I'argent, j'irais avec toi. S'il voulait venir, il trouverait le moyen.
If I had some money, | would go with you. If he wanted to come, he would find a way.

VII. The expressions étre en train de and venir de in the past

J'étais en train de faire la vaisselle. Il venait d'arriver.
| was (in the process of) doing the dishes. He had just arrived.




French imperfect conjugations are very easy, as the imperfect of virtually all verbs—regular and
irregular—is formed the same way: drop the -ons ending from the present indicative nous form of the
verb and adding the imperfect endings.

Etre is the only irregular verb in the imperfect, because the present tense nous sommes has no -ons to
drop. So it has the irregular stem ét- and uses the same endings as all other verbs.

As in many other tenses, spelling change verbs, that is, verb which end in -cer and -ger, have minor
spelling changes in the imperfect.

Verbs that end in -ier have an imperfect root that ends in i, so end with double i in the nous and vous
form of the imperfect. This isn't irregular, but it looks kind of weird.

French imperfect conjugations

Here are the imperfect endings and conjugations for the regular verbs parler (to speak) and finir (to
finish), the -ier verb étudier (to study), the spelling change verb manger (to eat), and the irregular verb
étre (to be):

Pronoun Ending parler finir étudier manger étre
> parl- > finiss- > étudi- > mange- >ét
je (j" -ais parlais finissais étudiais mangeais étais
tu -ais parlais finissais étudiais mangeais étais
il -ait parlait finissait étudiait mangeait était
nous -ions parlions finissions étudiions mangions étions
vous -iez parliez finissiez étudiiez mangiez étiez
ils -aient parlaient finissaient | étudiaient | mangeaient | étaient
Practice
1. il veut 11.nous sommes
2. nous allons 12.vous parlez
3. j'annonce 13.ils boivent
4. elles savent 14.on étudie
5. tuas 15.il cherche
6. vousriez 16.tu vois
7. nous prenons 17.vous étes
8. elle choisit 18.je peux
9. jedois 19.elles corrigent
10.tu écris 20.nous dormons

Answers on the following page



Answers

1. il voulait

2. nous allions

3. j'annongais

4. elles savaient

5. tu avais

6. vous riiez

7. nous prenions
8. elle choisissait
9. je devais

10. tu écrivais

11. nous étions
12. vous parliez
13. ils buvaient
14. on étudiait

15. il cherchait
16. tu voyais

17. vous étiez

18. je pouvais

19. elles corrigeaient
20. nous dormions

Interactive Practice:

http://www.quia.com/pop/44526.html (Choose between passé composé and imparfait)

http://www.quia.com/ba/11340.html (Battleship)

http://www.quia.com/quiz/268300.htm| (Quiz)



http://www.quia.com/pop/44526.html
http://www.quia.com/ba/11340.html
http://www.quia.com/quiz/268300.html

3. Le future proche

Definition: A verb construction used to express something that is going to happen soon, an upcoming
event which is going to occur in the near future.

Formation: Present tense of aller + infinitive of action verb

Examples:
Je vais voir Luc. Il va arriver. Nous allons manger.
I'm going to see Luc. He's going to arrive. We're going to eat.

Interactive Practice:

http://www.quia.com/rr/167845.html| (Rags to Riches)

http://www.quia.com/quiz/346521.html (Quiz)

These pages have been adapted from the following websites:
http://www.laits.utexas.edu/tex/index.html
http://french.about.com/
http://www.jump-gate.com/languages/french/french5.html


http://www.quia.com/rr/167845.html
http://www.quia.com/quiz/346521.html

